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1 INTRODUCTION  
New piles and bearers were required as part of the upgrade of the Married Persons Quarters 

building (NZAA I44/316) on Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua Recreation Reserve, Otago 

Harbour, New Zealand. A Heritage NZ Authority was applied for (2009/254) as the 

buildingôs construction pre-dates 1900. Guy Williams and Associates applied for an extended 

Heritage NZ Authority (30
th
 October 2012) to undertake lowering of the earthen sub-floor 

due to decaying and collapsing bearers. The bearers were built directly onto the pre-levelled 

site which now requires lowering to achieve ca. 15cm clearance between the ground and the 

bottom of the bearers. Heritage NZ consented to this work 1
st
 November 2012 (email from 

Matthew Schmidt). 

 

The Heritage NZ Authority was replaced 4 June 2014 (2014/1092) as the previous consent 

was to expire 24 June 2014. A condition of the Authority was for the earthworks to be 

monitored by an experienced archaeologist. Shar Briden (Technical Advisor Historic and 

Cultural) was the named archaeologist on the Authority as the site lies within the Quarantine 

Island/Kamau Taurua Recreation Reserve (Conservation Unit No. I44230). This report 

completes the archaeological monitoring of Stage 4 and Stage 5 of the restoration project;  

 

- re-piling the perimeter walls of the building and installation of storm-water drainage 

around the perimeter of the building (Stage 4). Stage 5 in the restoration will be 

raising the buildingôs interior timber floor to enable re-piling, lowering the ground 

level under the floorboards, and the re-installation and restoration of that floor.  

 
 

2 LAND STATUS AND LOCATION  

The Married Persons Quarters building (I44/316) is located on Quarantine Island/Kamau 

Taurua Recreation Reserve (Conservation Unit No. I44230). The legal description is Section 

31 Block VI Portobello SD (NZ Gazette 1986, p.3726), Otago Harbour, New Zealand (Figure 1).  

 

 
Figure 1. Location of Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua, Otago Harbour, Dunedin, South 

Island, NZ. 

http://napalis/ParksTracker/app.aspx?fw_menu=area&area1_k_id=2516095
http://napalis/ParksTracker/app.aspx?fw_menu=area&area1_k_id=2516095
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Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua is listed as a Historic Area with Heritage NZ (List No. 7503 

dated 7
th
 December 2001). The Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua Community manage the 

buildings on Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua. GPS 104 (Figure 2) locates the Married 

Persons Quarters located within the Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua Recreation Reserve. 

GPS waypoints are shown in Table 1 (Appendix 1). 

 

 
Figure 2. GPS waypoint locates the Married Persons Quarters (I44/316) on Quarantine 

Island/Kamau Taurua Recreation Reserve. 

 

3 NZAA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES  

There are 8 recorded archaeological sites located on Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua. Table 

2 provides a description of the recorded sites and Figure 3 the approximate location.  

 

Table 2.  
Recorded archaeological sites (archSite) located on Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua; 

NZAA site 
record No. 

Description 

I44/310 Shipwrecks - Oreti and Waikana 

I44/311 Wharf and causeway 

I44/312 Flagpole 

I44/313 Foundations of hospital 

I44/314 Foundations of hospital 

I44/315 Cemetery 

I44/316 Quarantine Station 

I44/317 Midden exposures 

´

104

Married Persons Quarters

Public Conservation Land

Legislative Section

National Park

Conservation Park

Specially Protected Area

Reserve

Stewardship Area

Marginal Strip

Wildlife Management Area

Waitangi Endowment Forest

0.4 Km
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Figure 3. Approximate location of NZAA (New Zealand Archaeological Association) site 

records. 

 

The Married Persons Quarters (NZAA I44/316: Appendix 2) is the only remaining extant part 

of the complex of quarantine accommodation buildings constructed in 1872. The building 

comprised three wings arranged in a T shape, the Single Womenôs Quarters, the Married 

Quarters (both two-storeyed) and a dining annex (single-storeyed). These were linked by a 

central shed that covered the kitchen and scullery. Only the shell of the Married Persons 

Quarters (north wing) is extant today (Guy Williams pers comm.). 

 

4  METHODS  
Earthworks requiring archaeological monitoring were undertaken in two phases, Stage 4 (15

th
 

May 2015) and Stage 5 (22
nd

 May and 12
th
 June 2015); 

 

Stage 4 Sub-floor excavations ï clay base below floorboards required lowering 

ca. 30cm for new drainage, bearers and piles. Drainage trenches to be 

dug further 0.4m depth to place pipes below floor and centre to be cut 

down to allow for crawl space for later access to sub-floor area, 

 

Stage 5 Curtilage earthworks ï drainage ditches around the building and 

lowering (and spreading) of previously dumped spoil along the front 

face of the building (see Appendix 3 for the Drainage Plan: Stevenson 

Brown Ltd 2014).  

 

The Moana House work crew under the supervision of Paul Clements were employed to 

undertake the earthmoving (Stage 4 and Stage 5) and removal of the floorboards. The 

floorboards were de-nailed and reset back into the building upon completion of the sub-floor 

timbers.  
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The buildings long axis lies slightly west of north and for ease in writing this report the north-

west wall will be referred to as north and the north east wall as east and so on. 

 

4.1 Stage 4  Sub-floor excavations  
The floorboards and joists within the Married Persons Quarters (MPQ) were lifted early May 

2015. Bearers and piles required replacing and the ground surface was lowered by digging 

down ca. 30cm for new bearers, new post holes and piles, and crawl space for later access. 

The PVC drainage pipes also required lowering (Plates 1-2).  

 

 
Plate 1. Sub-floor space 15

th
 May 2015 after 

floorboards and joists lifted. View north. 

 
Plate 2. Sub-floor lowered for new bearers, 

joists and crawl space (12 June 2015). 

 

 
Figure 4. Internal sub-floor area (Married Persons Quarters) divided into 9 spaces A ï I. 
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The buildings internal sub-floor area measured 17.25 x 6.42m (Figure 4). The space was 

divided into 9 sections (divided by two bearers north to south, and two bearers west to east 

with a pvc pipe attached to the south side of the bearers). Figure 4 shows the named sections 

(A - I). Location of artefact finds and piles were measured north from the south wall (as 

datum). The under floor area was photographed in sections (A - I) following the floorboard 

removal 15th May 2015. A tape measure was laid the length of the building and artefacts 

numbered and recorded to location as they were lifted and bagged.  

 

Sub-floor material was packed right up to the underside of the floorboards (Plates 1 and 3). 

The work men worked on scaffolding planks placed across the bearers so the sub-floor 

material was not walked on and crushed prior to recording and lifting. The material from each 

section was then racked up and taken by wheelbarrow and spread across the lower slope of 

the front lawn following recording (below the area where the dumped material from the drain 

trenches required spreading). The floorboards had nails removed and were cleaned and 

replaced following lowering of the ground surface and construction of replacement bearers 

and joists. 

 

 
Plate 3. Material under bearers visible once 

floorboards and bearers lifted out. View west. 

Plate 4. Bearer join and post hole at 7.8m 

north. 

. 

 
Plate 5. Post hole 5.4m north (west bearer) 

visible once bearer lifted. 

 
Plate 6. Two post holes at 7.8m north. View 

north. 

 

The bearers lifted measured 25 x 7.5cm. Hand wrought and cut nails were removed from the 

bearers as they were lifted. The west longitudinal bearer combined 2 lengths joined at 7.8m 


